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Shrubs and Trees - Seeds - 2) Storing Seeds

Introduction

This is second part of our three-part How to collect, store and plant woody 
tree and shrub seeds.

1)  .Collecting Seeds

2)  .Storing Seeds

3)  .Planting Seeds

Storing Seeds Over Winter

Once collected, individual seeds need to be removed from their seed 
pods. 
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DO NOT store seeds in a moist or damp environment either as they may 
well rot over winter. 

Seeds should ideally be stored in a dry environment with an even 
temperature where they are not accessible to mice or rats. The ‘potting 
shed’ is often the ideal place, perhaps in a biscuit tin. 

A few tree species (eg some acers) require their seeds to be subjected to 
cold (ie a cold outdoor winter) before they will germinate successfully. 
These can be stored in the fridge or fridge freezer over winter but they are 
the exception rather than the rule, and further research into particular 
species of plant may be needed. Most woody tree and shrub seed can 
readily be stored over winter in the manner described here. 

Some fruits and seeds (magnolia seeds especially) may well grow mould 
as the ‘flesh’ or their fleshy seed coats gently dry out in storage. This is 
nothing to worry about but emphasises the need for a dry stable 
environment for storage. To hot and they will dry out too much and die; 
too moist and they will simply rot away.

 When is the right time to sow my seeds?

Basically when spring arrives, the risk of the last frost has gone and the 
temperatures, especially soil temperatures, increase. 

This may well vary between milder western parts of the country and colder 
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more northern areas. 

In a normal growing season you can readily start sowing tree and shrub 
seeds in late March or early April. Some hardier species (eg oaks) can 
readily be planted even earlier. 

When the garden outside has woken up, new growth is starting and 
warmer soil conditions outside would be encouraging seeds to start to 
germinate anyway it is time to get cracking!

Embothrium Collecting And Storing Seeds

View this video on Youtube here https://www.youtube.com/hplC5z8Bpoc

Planting Seeds

This article continues with  you have collected...Planting Seeds

Decaisnea Seed Collection & Potting

 

How to identify when these seeds are ready for collection, and storing 
them in pots ready for spring sprouting. 

View this video on Youtube here https://www.youtube.com/LSLL6FvfjgM

 Burncoose Nurseries: Gwennap, Redruth, Cornwall TR16 6BJ
Telephone: +44 (0) 1209 860316 Fax: +44 (0) 1209 860011 Email: info@burncoose.co.uk
© Burncoose Nurseries 1997 - 2024

https://www.youtube.com/hplC5z8Bpoc
content.cfm?con_id=80528
https://www.youtube.com/LSLL6FvfjgM

